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DISCLAIMER 
 
THIS MANUAL IS INTENDED TO BE USED AS A GENERAL GUIDE TO 

ASSIST THE REGULATED COMMUNITY IN DESIGNING AND 

IMPLEMENTING EFFECTIVE WATER QUALITY “BEST MANAGEMENT 

PRACTICES” IN CONJUNCTION WITH AGGREGATE MINING 

OPERATIONS.  IT IS NOT INTENDED TO BE A SOLE SOURCE FOR SUCH 

INFORMATION, NOR IS IT INTENDED TO PROVIDE LEGAL ADVICE OF 

ANY NATURE.  USERS OF THIS MANUAL ARE EXPRESSLY CAUTIONED 

NOT TO RELY SOLELY ON THIS MANUAL FOR “BEST MANAGEMENT 

PRACTICES” INFORMATION, AND ARE ENCOURAGED TO SEEK LEGAL, 

TECHNICAL AND ENGINEERING ADVICE FROM QUALIFIED 

PROFESSIONALS WHO ARE FAMILIAR WITH THE RELEVANT SITE AND 

PROJECT.  THE ORGANIZATIONS AND INDIVIDUALS CONTRIBUTING TO 

THE PREPARATION OF THIS MANUAL EXPRESSLY DISCLAIM ANY 

RESPONSIBILITY OR LIABILITY FOR ANY ACTS OR OMISSIONS TAKEN 

BY ANY PARTY AS A RESULT OF THE USE OF THIS MANUAL.    
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 
The objective of this manual is to provide the aggregate mining industry with a summary 
of some of the regulatory requirements, which may be applicable to their operations.                                 
In addition this manual provides a description of the practical application of best 
management practices (BMPs) for improved water quality from both point source and 
non-point source waters potentially generated on aggregate mining facilities.  This 
manual is prepared as a general guide to water quality management and should not be 
relied upon as a complete source of all applicable regulatory requirements.                                                       
 
The principal pollutant in both point source and non-point source waters generated on 
aggregate mining facilities is total suspended solids (TSS).  Depending upon the 
formation being mined and the nature of overburden material, pH may also be a water 
quality concern for waters discharged from aggregate mining sites. While pH may be a 
concern on some sites, this manual will generally focus on the control of the more 
prevalent water quality issue of TSS. The regulatory community has addressed TSS loads 
and pH on receiving streams from point sources since the enactment of the Clean Water 
Act (CWA) in 1972.  Limitations on the concentration of TSS in process water point 
discharges are identified and enforced under the National Pollutant Discharge 
Elimination System (NPDES) permit program.  Recently the regulatory community has 
focused efforts on non-point sources of pollutants, including TSS.  These efforts, which 
are directed at certain industrial classifications, are also enforced by NPDES permit. This 
permit, the NPDES Storm Water Permit associated with Industrial Activity, is applicable 
to certain facilities in the aggregate mining industry.  In conjunction, these two types of 
NPDES permits provide regulatory control over potential sources of sediment from 
process point source discharges and from storm water contacting industrial operations on 
aggregate mining facilities.  
 
While occasionally faced with periods of drought, Georgia is generally fortunate to have 
abundant surface water resources with over 40,000 miles of perennial streams and 23,000 
miles of intermittent streams. In addition the state has over 425,000 acres of lakes and 
reservoirs and 4.8 million acres of wetlands.  The surface waters provide the majority of 
drinking water supplies for the state and offer significant aesthetic and recreational 
benefits.  Excessive sediment loads cause changes to stream channel morphology 
resulting in changes to depth, width and flow velocity. Excessive sediment has a negative 
impact biologically as well. It can be abrasive to fish gills, scour benthic organisms, and 
dislodge stream vegetation.  Excessive sediment loads can also result in increased water 
temperatures and can play a significant role in the transport and fate of other pollutants. 
While extreme pH conditions can have direct effect on the biological constituents of 
receiving waters, the role of pH in determining the solubility and biological availability 
of chemical constituents such as nutrients (e.g., phosphorus, nitrogen, and carbon) and 
contaminants (e.g. heavy metals) is perhaps a greater concern.  
 
The Georgia Environmental Protection Division (GAEPD) has permitted 80 operating 
quarries in Georgia. The average land area of these facilities is approximately 360 acres 
(total) 360K which includes pits, aggregate processing plant, rail and undisturbed buffers. 
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Erosion and sediment control is a major focus of all mine operators during all phases of 
the quarry operating life.   

 

 
 

In compliance with the provisions of the Georgia Water Quality Control Act (CWA) and 
the rules and Regulations promulgated to each of the Acts, new and existing storm water 
point sources within the State of Georgia are required to have a permit to discharge storm 
water associated with industrial activity to the waters of the State of Georgia. Through 
proper planning and implementation of erosion and sediment control measures, the 
aggregate mining operations effectively manage the quality of water discharged from its 
operations. This manual discusses specific BMPs to control the quality of water 
discharged from aggregate mining facilities. Information is presented in two parts, 
beginning with a discussion of environmental regulations affecting water quality from the 
aggregate mining industry.  The remainder of the manual addresses the planning and 
implementation of BMPs through each of the stages of an aggregate mining operations  
including planning and permitting, construction, operation and reclamation. 
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2.0 ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
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In Georgia, over 90% of construction aggregate is produced in open pit quarry 
operations. These operations produce approximately 90 million tons per year of product. 
These products are used in three principal markets; highway construction, residential 
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these three categories. In essence, construction aggregates are the essential building 
blocks for our infrastructure. Our motto is that construction aggregates are the 
“Foundation for a Quality Life.” 
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document. The document was developed by Highland Engineering under contract to the 
Georgia Construction Aggregate Association (GCAA). The Work was managed by the 
Environmental Committee of the GCAA. Committee members collaborating on this 
document include Jim Zadorozny (Hanson Aggregates), Joyceann Lee (Lafarge 
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There are many sources for the materials in this document. A list of these sources is 
found in the appendices. A list of contributors is also found in the appendices.  
 
This is not an engineering manual. It is intended to provide guidance for best practices in 
our industry.  
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3.0 REGULATORY DISCUSSION 
 
The aggregate mining industry is regulated by a number of government agencies.   
Following is a discussion of the agencies responsible for water quality at aggregate 
mining facilities and the principal regulations applicable to aggregate mining operations. 
 

3.1 Georgia Department of Natural Resources, Environmental Protection 
Division (GAEPD)- Land Protection Branch - Surface Mining Unit 

 
Agency Description 
The lead agency for the aggregate mining industry in Georgia is the Land Protection 
Branch - Surface Mine Unit of the Georgia Environmental Protection Division.  This 
agency is responsible for reviewing, approving and permitting surface mining 
activity.  The Surface Mining Unit also is the principal enforcement agency for 
aggregate mining operations. GAEPD’s authority for the regulation of surface mining 
activity is described in The Surface Mining Act of Georgia (O.C.G.A. § 12-4-96).   
The regulations promulgated under the Surface Mining Act are at Ga. Rule 391-3-3.   
    
Regulations 
The surface mining unit regulates land disturbing activities on permitted surface 
mining sites. The Mining Land Use Plan required for each surface mining facility 
includes provisions for “… erosion and siltation control, including adequate measures 
to control erosion on the periphery of affected land where mining ceases or becomes 
inactive …” and “… protection of contiguous natural and other resources …”  For 
surface mining operations, the Surface Mining Act, therefore, assumes the role of the 
Georgia Erosion and Sedimentation Act.  Language in O.C.G.A. § 12-7-17 of the 
Georgia Erosion and Sedimentation Act concurs with this interpretation by listing in 
the exemptions to the Act surface mining and “granite quarrying and land clearing for 
such quarrying.” Surface mining in the Georgia Erosion and Sedimentation Act is 
defined as “…any activity constituting all or part of a process for the removal of 
minerals, ores, and other solid matter for sale or for processing of for consumption in 
the regular operation of a business”.  Specifically excluded from this definition are 
tunnels/shafts, borrow pits less than 1.1 acre and dimension stone quarries.  
 
It should be noted that the Surface Mining Act only applies to land included within 
a Surface Mine Permit. Land not included in the Surface Mining Permit will likely 
be  subject to the requirements of the Georgia Erosion and Sedimentation Act.  
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3.2 Georgia Department of Natural Resources, Environmental Protection 
Division-Watershed Protection Branch 

 
Agency Description 
The Watershed Protection Branch regulates water resources in Georgia through 
permits to entities such as local governments and industry to discharge treated 
wastewater and to entities such as local governments, industry, farmers and 
subdivisions for surface water and groundwater withdrawals.  The Watershed 
Protection Branch ensures that Georgia's public water systems operate properly to 
supply safe drinking water to citizens, works to control nonpoint sources of pollution, 
and manages storm water discharges. This branch of the Agency also regulates point 
source discharges in addition to conducting water quality monitoring and modeling of 
Georgia's waterways. 
 
Statute 

Process Water and Non-Point Source Water Discharge  

The principal statute associated with water quality control is the Federal Clean Water 
Act 33 U.S.C. § 1251 (CWA) enacted in 1972. The CWA is the cornerstone of water 
quality protection in the United States. The statute employs a variety of tools to 
reduce direct pollutant discharges into waterways and manage polluted runoff.   

Point Source Discharge 

In the initial period of the CWA’s implementation, efforts were focused on regulating 
discharges from traditional "point source" or “end of pipe” facilities, such as 
municipal sewage plants and industrial facilities.  The principal regulatory tool for 
point source discharges is Section 402 of the CWA that created the National Pollutant 
Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit program. Facilities with point source 
of process water discharges must obtain a discharge permit from the GAEPD.  

The permits are typically issued for a period of five years.  Permitted pollutants for 
the aggregate mining industry generally include TSS and pH. Sampling, analyses and 
reporting are required under these permits.  Sample frequency is typically 1 to 2 
samples per month with discharge monitoring reports required to be submitted 
monthly.    

Non-Point Source Discharge 

By Congressional mandate under the Federal Clean Water Act, the NDPES Storm 
Water Program addresses non-agricultural sources of storm water discharges that may 
impact the quality of our nation’s waters.  The NPDES Program requires regulated 
dischargers to implement and maintain appropriate storm water Best Management 
Practices (BMPs) to control harmful pollutants in their storm water discharges and 
prevent such pollutants from reaching water bodies.  This is accomplished by issuing 
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and enforcing NPDES storm water permits.  The GAEPD amended the Georgia Rules 
and Regulations for Water Quality Control (Rules) in April 1990 to allow the 
issuance of general permits.  GAEPD was granted authority to issues NPDES general 
permits by EPA in January 1991.  GAEPD first issued the NPDES General Permit 
No. GAR000000 (permit) for storm water discharges associated with industrial 
activity on June 14, 1993.  The current permit was reissued on August 1, 2006 with 
an expiration date of July 31, 2011.   

The NPDES permit for Storm Water Associated with Industrial Activity will likely be 
applicable to most aggregate mining facilities.  The exception will be facilities where 
all storm water discharge from the facility is directed through an existing permitted 
point source discharge or in the rare situation where no industrial activities are 
exposed to precipitation.  In these rare situations the facility must file a Certification 
of Non Exposure, documenting that site conditions have been evaluated and the 
NPDES for industrial activity is not applicable.  For those facilities subject to this 
permit the following is required to acquire and comply with the NPDES for Storm 
Water Associated with Industrial Activity: 

• Existing facilities file Notice of Intent (NOI) 30-days after the effective date 
of the Permit. 

• New facilities file NOI 7-days prior to the initiation of industrial activity. 
• Prepare or update Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) 90-days 

following active date of permit or before the commencement of industrial 
activities for new facilities.   

• File Annual Report after the 26th month of permit acquisition and annually 
thereafter  

The SWPPP is the principal operating document for this permit and generally 
includes: 

• Description of exposed industrial operations and stored materials 
• BMPs that will be employed to prevent or control sediment loss 
• Frequency of inspection/sampling – minimum of quarterly sampling and 

annual comprehensive review and amendment of SWPPP as needed    

Presently this NPDES permit does not require quantitative analyses of samples collected 
from aggregate mining operations, unless the facility discharges to an impaired stream 
segment listed on the 303(D) list. For those facilities not discharging to a 303(D)stream, 
representative storm water samples should be collected quarterly and visually evaluated 
for water quality concerns (discoloration, odor, foaming, sediment load, etc).  Samples 
should be collected within the first 30-minutes of discharge during periods of normal 
facility operation and from precipitation events greater than 0.1-inch.  The precipitation 
event sampled must occur at least 24-hours after the previously measurable storm event 
greater than 0.1-inch.  
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For those facilities discharging to a 303(D) stream or within 1-linear mile upstream of 
and within the same watershed as any portion of  a 303(D) stream and who also 
potentially discharge the pollutant of concern (POC), quantitative sampling is required.  
The sampling regime for these facilities is as follows: 

Initial Sampling Period    

• Twice quarterly sampling for the POC for a period of 12 consecutive 
months (8 total samples). 

• If the 8 samples collected have an average below the applicable 
benchmark value (i.e. below 100 mg/l for TSS) or at least 75% (6-
samples) of the samples collected meet or exceed the standard for the POC  
(i.e. 100 mg/l for TSS) the benchmark will have been met and sampling 
for the POC may be discontinued.  

• A detailed description of benchmark sampling can be found in Part III C 
of the Permit.    

Supplemental Sampling Period 

If the initial sampling period benchmarks are not met, then the facility has failed 
the benchmark requirement.  Those facilities that do not pass the benchmark 
requirement for the first 12-month sampling period must conduct the following: 

• The facility may take up to one year to budget, select, design and 
construct/implement additional BMPs at the facility.  

• Once the supplemental BMPs have been implemented, an additional 12-
month (two samples per quarter) period of sampling must be conducted.  

• If a facility is unable to pass the benchmark requirement after the 12-
month sampling period following the implementation of supplemental 
BMPs, then GAEPD will determine what further action is required, which 
may include, but is not limited to, applying for an individual NPDES 
permit.  

Bulk Petroleum Storage 

The Pollution Prevention Rule initially became effective in January 1974 under the 
authority of the Section 311(j)(1)( C ) of the Clean Water Act. The rule is found in 40 
CFR Part 112, Oil Pollution Prevention and Response.  These regulations were 
revised on July 17, 2002 by amendments from Federal Register Volume 71, Number 
247 dated December 26, 2006.  As of the writing of this manual, the Spill Prevention 
Control and Countermeasure (SPCC) regulations are in the process of being revised, 
with a compliance date of July 1, 2009. Facilities subject to the rule, those with a 
cumulative threshold quantity of 1,320 gallons of oil or petroleum product stored 
onsite in bulk containers, drums or equipment, are required to prepare and implement 
a Spill Prevention, Control, and Countermeasures (SPCC) Plan. Based on the nature 
of aggregate mining operations that includes the operation and maintenance of 
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vehicles and equipment, most aggregate mining operations will be subject to SPCC 
requirements. 

The proposed SPCC rule provides an alternative compliance option for secondary 
containment for oil-filled operational equipment. Oil-filled operational equipment is 
defined as “equipment, which includes an oil storage container (or multiple 
containers) in which the oil is present solely to support the function of the apparatus 
or the device.” EPA clarified that this equipment includes operational equipment, 
such as hydraulic systems and lubricating systems, as well as electrical equipment 
such as transformers, but that it does not include generators. Importantly, oil-filled 
manufacturing equipment is not covered by the alternative compliance provision. Oil-
filled manufacturing equipment includes any equipment used in processing or 
refining oils, including animal fats and vegetable oils; such equipment remains 
subject to SPCC secondary containment requirements. 

Under the proposed alternative compliance option for oil-filled operational 
equipment, facilities may meet secondary containment requirements by having an oil 
spill contingency plan and written commitment of manpower and materials to control 
any discharges, without having to make the impracticability determination that 
otherwise would be required under the regulations. Facilities also must have a 
documented inspection or monitoring program to detect equipment failures or 
discharges. To qualify for the alternative compliance provision, the facility must not 
have had in the preceding three years: (1) a discharge over 1,000 gallons; or (2) two 
discharges each exceeding 42 gallons in any 12-month period. 

Potentially affected facilities should stay abreast of regulatory requirements until 
SPCC rules are finalized. Information on SPCC can be viewed at the following EPA 
web address: www.epa.gov/osweroe1/content/spcc/index.htm. Facilities meeting the 
following criteria are subject to the SPCC regulations.  
 

• A non-transportation facility (aggregate mining facilities are defined as 
industrial facilities using and/or storing oil) 

 
• Aggregate aboveground storage capacity greater than 1,320-gallons or a 

completely buried storage capacity of greater than 42,000-gallons.   
• All containers equal to or greater than 55-gallons in size are 

counted toward the threshold limit of 1,320-gallons.   
• Oil-filled operational equipment (excluding mobile sources) 

containing greater than 55-gallons are counted toward the 
threshold limit of 1,320-gallons.   

• The facility has a reasonable potential for discharge of oil to navigable 
waters  
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SPCC Plan Contents 

SPCC Plans are the EPA’s principal tool to prevent oil spills from reaching navigable 
waters. Unlike oil spill contingency plans that typically address spill cleanup 
measures after a spill has occurred, SPCC Plans ensure that facilities put in place 
containment and other countermeasures that would prevent oil spills that could reach 
navigable waters. Under EPA's Oil Pollution Prevention regulation, facilities must 
detail and implement spill prevention and control measures in their SPCC Plans. At 
locations where secondary containment is impossible or impractical, a spill 
contingency plan is required.   

Each SPCC Plan, while unique to the facility it covers, must contain the following:   

• A description of the physical layout and a facility diagram 
• Contact list and phone numbers for the facility response coordinator, National 

Response Center, cleanup contractors, and all appropriate federal, state, and local 
agencies,  which must be contacted in case of a discharge.  

• A prediction of the direction, rate of flow, and total quantity of oil that could be 
discharged where experience indicates a potential for equipment failure. 

• A description of containment and/or diversionary structures or equipment to 
prevent discharged oil from reaching navigable waters. (For on-shore facilities, 
one of the following must be used at a minimum: dikes, berms, or retaining walls; 
curbing; culverting, gutters, or other drainage systems; weirs, booms, or other 
barriers; spill diversion ponds; retention ponds; sorbent materials.) 

• Where appropriate, a demonstration that containment and/or diversionary 
structures or equipment are not practical; periodic integrity and leak testing of 
bulk containers and associated valves and piping; oil spill contingency plan; and a 
written commitment of manpower, equipment, and materials to quickly control 
and remove spilled oil. 

• A complete discussion of the spill prevention and control measures applicable to 
the facility and/or its operations including but not limited to: 

• Inspection and/or integrity testing 
• Personnel training 
• Security 
• Loading and unloading procedures 

• The SPCC Plan must include a demonstration of management's approval and must 
be certified by a licensed professional engineer 

• The owner or operator must complete a review and evaluation of their facility's 
SPCC Plan at least once every five years 

A copy of the entire SPCC Plan must be maintained at the facility if the facility is 
normally attended for at least four hours per day. Otherwise, it must be kept at the 
nearest field office. The SPCC Plan must be available to EPA for on-site review and 
inspection during normal working hours. 
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3.3 United States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) 

The origins of the USACE date back to the late 1800’s, with enactment of the Rivers 
and Harbors Acts of 1890.  The initial charge of the USACE was to establish permit 
requirements to prevent unauthorized obstruction or alteration of any navigable water 
of the United States.  The 1972 CWA added Section 404 authority to the USACE.  
Under Section 404 the USACE is authorized to issue permits for the discharge of 
dredged or fill material into waters of the United States.  “Waters of the United 
States” include “essentially all surface waters such as all navigable waters and their 
tributaries, all interstate waters and their tributaries, all wetlands adjacent to these 
waters, and all impoundments of these waters”. The subset of jurisdictional water 
referred to as wetlands are characterized by growth of wetland vegetation (hyrophytic 
vegetation), have soil that is saturated during a portion of the growing season (hydric 
soils) and locations where the surface is flooded during some part of most years. 

Section 404 of the Clean Water Act requires approval prior to discharging dredged or 
fill material into the waters of the United States. Typical activities requiring Section 
404 permits are:  

• Depositing of fill or dredged material in waters of the U.S. or adjacent 
wetlands.  

• Site development fill for residential, commercial, or recreational 
developments.  

• Construction of levees, dams, dikes, and weirs.  
• Placement of riprap and road fills.  

Recent developments have occurred in connection with the USACE’s jurisdiction over 
wetlands triggered by the U.S. Supreme Courts decision in Rapanos vs. U.S. (547 U.S. 
715 (2006)).  Any party contemplating any development activity near an area that could 
be classified as a wetland should seek experienced counsel familiar with such 
developments. 

In addition to permitting planned impacts to jurisdictional waters, the USACE has 
enforcement authority to address excessive sediment load to jurisdictional waters 
resulting from ineffective, poorly designed or absent BMPs.   

3.4 Local Jurisdiction  

Operators of aggregate mining industry will have little or no involvement with the local 
permitting jurisdiction.  However, the Erosion and Sedimentation Act of Georgia 
delegates land disturbance responsibilities to the local jurisdiction. Since, as discussed 
above, the Erosion and Sedimentation Act exempts surface mining activity, interaction 
with the local authority will only occur when land disturbance outside the permitted mine 
limits occurs. It should be noted that this exemption is for land disturbing activity and 
associated erosion and sediment control and is not applied to other areas of local control 
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including zoning, building codes, septic tank and other building, wastewater or 
transportation related items.   

Any land disturbance conducted outside the limits defined by the mine permit will be 
subject a land disturbance permit from the local jurisdiction.  If this activity results in 
land disturbance of greater than 1-acre, an NPDES Permit Associated with 
Construction Activity issued by the GAEPD will be required.  Basic requirements of 
this permit include the following items: 

• Filing NOI 
• Permit fee of $80.00 per disturbed acre 
• Preparation of an Erosion, Sedimentation and Pollution Control Plan 
• Quantitative sampling utilizing Nephlometric Turbidity Units (NTU) limitations 
• Implementation of BMPs in accordance to the Georgia Manual for Erosion 

Control and Sedimentation (“Green Book”)   
• Filing Notice of Termination (“NOT”) upon site stabilization 

 

4.0 MINE LIFE CYCLE AND CORRESPONDING BMPS 

The typical mine life cycle includes planning/permitting, construction, operation and 
reclamation.  Erosion and sediment control is a common element present in each of these 
stages. In reality these stages reoccur over the life of the mine in the form of expansions 
and other facility modifications.  The importance of erosion and sedimentation control in 
each of these mine stages is discussed below.   

 

4.1 Planning and Permitting 

Plan Development Considerations 

The long-term effectiveness of sediment control begins at the planning stage of the 
project.  The permit package required by GAEPD should include BMPs for both point 
source and non-point discharge waters resulting from aggregate mining facilities.  
The permit package should include phases of mine development including evolving 
erosion and sediment control for the 5-, 10-, 20- and 50-year time frames as well as 
the reclamation plan.    

The mine planner should have a good working understanding of the GAEPD’s 
requirements, erosion principles, vegetative BMPs, and structural BMPs. The erosion 
and sediment control portion of the mine plan must contain sufficient information to 
describe the site development and the systems intended to control erosion and off-site 
sedimentation. The complexity of the plan should be commensurate with the size and 
complexity of the project, severity of site conditions, and the potential for off-site 
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damage. Development of the sediment and erosion control plan should take the 
following into consideration: 
 

• Overall objective of the facility – the site plan required for pit development, 
stone processing, stockpile storage and tenant site locations. 

• Project Size – aggregate mining facilities in Georgia average in excess of 350 
total acres in size, with approximately 75% typically impacted by site 
development 

• Topography – the primary topographic considerations are slope steepness and 
slope length. The longer and steeper the slope, the greater the erosion potential 
from surface runoff. Slope gradients can be grouped into three general ranges 
of soil erodibility: 

 
• 0-2% - Low erosion hazard potential 
• 2-5% - Moderate erosion hazard potential 
• over 5% - High erosion hazard potential 

 
 

Within these slope gradient ranges, longer slope lengths further increase the 
erosion hazard and therefore should be avoided. As a general rule, the erosion 
hazard will become critical if slope lengths exceed these combined values: 
 

Slope (%) Slope Length (Ft) 
0-2 300 
2-5 150 
>5 75 

 
 
 
 

• Soil Type and Geology – Soil properties such as natural drainage, depth to 
bedrock, depth to seasonal water table, permeability, shrink-swell potential, 
texture, and erodibility should exert a strong influence on land development 
decisions. 

 
• Adjacent Land Areas – Generally, the analysis of adjacent properties should 

focus on areas downslope or downstream from the construction project. 
Watercourses that will receive direct runoff from the site should be of major 
concern and these streams should be analyzed to determine their 
characteristics. The potential for sediment pollution of these watercourses 
should be considered as well as the potential for downstream channel erosion 
due to increased velocity and peak flow rate of storm water runoff from the 
site. The potential for sediment deposition on adjacent properties due to sheet 
and rill erosion should also be analyzed so that appropriate sediment retention 
measures can be planned. 
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• Buffer and Setbacks – The planner should determine the allowable limits of 
clearing and grading and should note required mine limit buffer (typically 100 
feet). Stream buffers typically range from 25 feet to 50 feet, but special 
conditions may result in stream buffers of greater than 100 feet.  
Note: Local ordinances buffer requirements may vary.  

 

Selection of BMPs 

The BMPs to address this potential sediment load can be classified into three general 
categories; management measures, vegetative measures, and structural measures. 
These broad categories are defined below, with specific BMPs fully described in 
subsequent sections.  

Management Measures 

Management measures include items such as construction management practices, 
which if properly utilized can minimize the need for more costly vegetative/structural 
erosion and sediment control measures.  These management measures include: 

 Minimize Upslope Water Contributions – Upslope water should be diverted 
around disturbed areas and existing drainage features located within the planned 
disturbed area should be protected from erosion. These controls should be 
installed prior to any other site disturbance in order to minimize the amount of 
water flowing across disturbed areas that would contribute to site erosion and 
place a greater burden on sediment vegetative and structure control practices.  

 
• Phase Development – Where possible phase-in disturbed area as needed and 

avoid mass grading.  Ideally subsequent phases will be disturbed after prior 
disturbed areas have been stabilized.   

 
• Minimize impervious areas – Keep paved areas, such as parking lots and roads, to 

a minimum. The more land that is kept in vegetative cover, the more water will 
infiltrate, thus minimizing runoff and erosion. 

 
• Recycle – To avoid discharge and serve site water needs (road dust suppression, 

truck wash and other suitable needs) incorporate recycling of point source and 
non-point source water. 

 
• Closed Loop System – A closed-loop water system recycles and recirculates 

process water. Makeup water is generally only required to compensate for 
evaporation.  Under ideal operation, the closed loop system achieves the zero 
process water discharge goal, with discharges only required should the system be 
overloaded due to excess precipitation or partially supplemented in order to 
maintain water quality required by the process.. 
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Vegetative Controls  
 
Exposed soils due to clearing and grading are subject to erosion and subsequent 
sedimentation.  Vegetative controls provide ground cover/protection to intercept 
rainfall, reduce soil detachment, promote infiltration and subsequently reduce the 
volume of water and sediment directed to structural controls and receiving streams.  
Examples of vegetative controls include mulching, seeding, and matting.   
 
Structural Controls  
 
Structural practices used in sediment and erosion control convey runoff, prevent 
sediments from moving offsite, and can also reduce the erosive forces of runoff 
water. The controls can either be used as permanent or temporary measures. Measures 
can include silt barriers, diversion structures, sediment traps, outlet protection and 
land contouring.    

 
 

4.2 Site Development  
 
Site development in the aggregate mining industry may involve expansion of existing 
quarry operations, development of “greenfield” sites or preparation of tenant sites.  In 
all of these activities the project will typically require clearing, grubbing and 
disposing of vegetation and debris within the limits of the project.  Clearing and 
grubbing will be followed by earth work including grading, cutting and filling.  Since 
the majority of quarry operations retain cut or stripped material onsite, final 
placement of earthen materials will need to be managed.   

 
Perimeter Controls 
 
Perimeter controls include BMPs that control down slope sediment migration from 
the work area and ideally divert upslope water around the project area.   Prior to land 
disturbance within the project area perimeter controls should be established.  

Sediment Barriers – Sd1 

Sediment barriers are temporary structures used to prevent the transport of sediment 
by sheet flow.  The barriers are designed to slow the velocity of storm water runoff, 
allowing sediment to be deposited at the barrier. The most common sediment barrier 
is silt fence; however, sand bags, hay bales and brush piles can be used.  The 
following section discusses two sediment barrier types, silt fence and brush piles, that 
are broadly applicable to aggregate mining operations.    

  
Silt Fence (Sd1-A and Sd1-C) 

The most common Sd1 used is silt fence.  Silt fence is a sediment control practice that 
is designed to detain water long enough for the sediment to drop out of suspension 
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while the water passes through the fabric of the fence. Silt fences are not designed to 
withstand high heads of water, and therefore should be located where only shallow 
pools can form.  Silt fence should never be placed in live streams or other areas of 
concentrated flow.   

Two principal types of silt fence are type A and type C.  Type A is 36-inches wide 
and is typically attached with wood stakes.  Type C is also 36-inches wide but has 
metals stakes and is wire reinforced allowing much greater flow rates.  Most 
applications at quarry sites would benefit by using Type C fence.    

Typical Applications 

• Perimeter of site 
• Along stream channels and drainage ways 
• Around ponds, wetlands and tree save areas 

Design/Installation Guidance 

• Typically double row required 
• Separation between rows is slope dependent 

 

• Fence should be trenched to a minimum of 6-inches below grade 
• If connecting more than one section make sure the last stake of the first 

section is interlocked with the first stake of the next section.  Connecting 
two sections of silt fence can be accomplished by overlapping end stakes 
and rolling a portion of the filter fabric  

• Drainage area per 100- feet of silt fence should not exceed 0.25-acre 
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• Silt fence should remain in place until disturbed area has been 
permanently stabilized.  

• Type C silt fence installation diagram is shown on following page 

Silt fence should not be installed in live streams or areas of concentrated storm water 
flow. 
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Maintenance 

• Accumulated sediment should be removed when silt fence is at one-half 
capacity 

• Replace deteriorated filter fabric 

                        

Properly Installed Type C Silt Fence 

                         
                                 

Poorly Installed and Maintained Type C Silt Fence 
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Brush Barriers (Sd1-Bp) 

The development of aggregate mining facilities often begins with the clearing of 
vegetation.  This cleared and grubbed vegetation can be employed for perimeter 
control.   

Typical Applications 

Similar application, although generally less effective, as silt fence 

Design/Installation Guidance 

• Windrow brush along land contour 
• Compact brush to increase conformity to land surface and increase density 

of pile. 
• Width of windrow should be between 5 and 20 feet 
• Height of windrow should be 3 to 5 feet 

Diversion Di 

Diversion structures intercept and divert runoff waters around the planned disturbed 
area.  Diversion structures principally include ditches but can also include berms.   

Typical Applications: 

• Diverting runoff from upslope drainage areas away from disturbed areas and 
toward a stabilized outlet.  

• Diverting sediment-laden runoff from a disturbed area to a sediment 
containment structure helping to ensure that sediment-laden stormwater will 
not leave the site without treatment. 

Design/Installation Guidance 

• Diversion ditches on steeper slopes should be deep and narrow 
• Diversion ditches on gentle slopes should be shallow and wide (swale) 
• To avoid sediment deposition, design flow velocity should be near ditch 

maximum 
• Avoid flow velocities in excess of 10 ft/sec 
• Diversion ditch outlets should be adequately protected 
• Channels should be stabilized 
• Service length design considerations (see below) 

Duration Design Storm Event Freeboard Minimum Width 
Temporary 10-year 0.3 feet 4 feet 
Permanent 25-year 0.3 feet 4 feet 
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Diversion Ditch Directing Flow to Sediment Basin 

 

Poorly Maintained Diversion Ditch 
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Maintenance 

Routine inspection and repair as needed.                                

Channel Stabilization Ch 

Channel stabilization is conducted to prevent excessive channel erosion due to storm 
water flow. Channel stabilization prevents excessive channel erosion but does not impede 
the channel’s basic function to convey sediment laden storm water to a treatment or 
detention structure.   

Typical Applications 

• Constructed diversion ditches (Di)  
• Existing ditches and swales  

Design/Installation Guidance 

• Flow velocity and channel configuration determine appropriate stabilization 
method – flow velocities can be estimated using Manning’s equation 

• Vegetation can be used where flow velocities are less than 5 ft/sec 
• Rip rap should be used where flow velocities exceed 5 ft/sec 
• Poured concrete should be considered for flow velocities in excess of 10 ft/sec 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Channel Stabilization 
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Check Dams (Cd) 

The principal purpose of check dams is to reduce erosion in a channel by reducing flow 
velocity. Secondarily check dams will capture sediment that drops out of suspension due 
to decreased water velocity behind the dam. Check dams are generally constructed of 
stone or staked straw bales. The dam should extend the entire width of the ditch or swale 
and should be lower in the middle to encourage flowing water to remain in the center of 
the channel. 

 

Check Dam 

Typical Applications 

• Diversion Ditches 
• Natural Drainage Ditches and Swales 
• Other areas of concentrated flow  
• Check dams should not be placed in live streams 

Design/Installation Guidance 

• Maximum height of 2-feet at center of dam 
• Center of dam should be a minimum of 9-inches lower than end of dam 
• Maximum side slope should be 2:1  
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• Drainage area to the check dam should not exceed 2- acres for stone dams 1-acre 
for straw bales 

• Multiple dams should be installed for drainage areas exceeding one acre.  
Observing height guidelines presented above, the toe of upslope dam should be at 
similar elevation as the top of the nearest down slope dam.   

 

• Ideally dam will be underlain by geotextile and keyed into the upslope and extend 
two feet beyond down slope side of dam.  

Do Not Place Check Dams in Live Streams 

 



 

23 

 

Maintenance 

• Periodic inspection should be conducted 
• Accumulated sediment should be removed when sediment depth is one-half the 

dam height.                    

Rock Filter Dam (Rd) 

Rock filter dams are similar in construction and function as check dams.  Unlike check 
dams, rock filter dams are designed to filter water in addition to reducing flow velocity. 
This filtering aspect is achieved by temporarily impounding water.    

Typical Applications 

• Small stream channels (note: regulatory approval from GAEPD and/or USACE 
may be required) with total drainage area of 50-acres or less 

• At the upstream end of ponds and lakes to prevent discharge of sediment 
• At locations downstream of in-stream construction activities such as installation 

of stream crossings.    

Design/Installation Guidance 

• Maximum height should not exceed channel banks  
• Center of dam should be a minimum of 6-inches below ends of dam 
• Minimum dam width of 6 feet 
• Maximum side slope should be 2:1 
• Stone sizes based on anticipated flow velocity  
• Drainage area to the rock filter dam should not exceed 50- acres 
• Multiple dams should be installed for drainage areas exceeding one acre.  

Observing height guidelines presented above, the toe of upslope dam should be at 
similar elevation as the top of the nearest down slope dam.   

• Ideally dam will be underlain by geotextile and keyed into the upslope and extend 
five feet beyond down slope side of dam. 
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Maintenance 

• Collected sediment should be removed when it reach one-half the design height of 
the dam  

• Dam should be removed as soon as contributing disturbed area is stabilized 
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Temporary Sediment Basin (Sd3) 

Temporary sediment basins are commonly used in the aggregate mining industry. These 
structures have been applied to control sediment from all types land disturbing activities. 
This section specifically addresses temporary basins. These structures are situated at a 
topographic low point where storm water naturally flows or is directed by other sediment 
control structures (i.e. diversion structures).  They are designed to detain storm water 
runoff and trap sediment and are generally the final structural measure applied before 
water is discharged from the site. 

Temporary sediment basins, which have a designed life of 18-months or less, are 
typically constructed by placing an earthen impoundment structure across an area of 
concentrated flow and/or by excavating a basin.  The other design features of temporary 
sediment basins include a principal outlet structure and emergency spillway.   

               

Temporary Sediment Basin 

Typical Applications 

• Final protection of critical areas (i.e. receiving streams, wetlands)  
• Confluence of storm water flows sometimes containing high concentrations of 

TSS 
• Runoff from overburden stockpiles and berm construction 
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Design/Installation Guidance 

The Manual for Erosion and Sediment Control in Georgia (“Green Book”) contains a 
detailed procedure for the design of temporary sediment basins.  The design sheets are 
attached. The general design criteria include the following:  

• Maximum total drainage area should not exceed 150 acres  
• Sediment storage volume should be a minimum of 67 cubic yards per disturbed 

acre  
• Minimum length to width ratio of pond surface should 2:1 
• Principal outlet structure should be sized for the 2-year 24-hour storm event 
•  Impound structure should be constructed of suitable soil (i.e. no cap rock, highly 

pervious soil (i.e. sand, gravel) or vegetation should be present 
• Impoundment structure slope should not exceed 2.5 to 1 and should have a 

minimum of 1-foot of freeboard above the crest elevation of the principal outlet 
structure  

• Anti-seep collar around principal outlet structure should be used if impound 
structure is higher than15-feet or if smooth pipe in excess of 8-inches in diameter 
or corrugated pipe in excess of 12-inches in diameter is used    

• Emergency spillway should be sized for 25-year 24-hour event with a 20-foot 
level control section and 25-feet straight outlet section  

Maintenance 

• Routine inspection and repair  
• Basin should be cleaned when accumulated sediment is approximately 1/3 of the 

designed storage volume   

Outlet Protection (St) 

The outlets of pipes and channels are points of potential erosion.  Stormwater directed in 
designed conveyance structures can potentially reach velocities that result in erosion. To 
prevent scour at stormwater outlets they should be protected with structures that absorb 
energy and decrease flow to non-erosive velocities.  

Riprap 

For most aggregate mining application the channels will typically be lined with riprap. A 
riprap lined apron is frequently used for its low cost and ease of installation. This method 
of outlet protection is typically used at the transition from a pipe or constructed channel 
(i.e. diversion ditch) to a natural channel. Outlet protection is provided by having a 
sufficient length and width to dissipated energy by expanding flow. 



 

27 

 

Riprap Outlet Protection 

 

In addition to riprap, grouted riprap or poured in-place concrete can also be used as outlet 
protection. Other engineered devices, can be used including concrete stilling pools/plunge 
pools and concrete baffles (i.e. energy dissipating headwalls).  

Typical Applications 

• All storm drains, culverts and other concentrated flows discharging to natural or 
constructed earthen channels.   

Design/Installation Guidance 

• Channel lining material should be sized for the 25-year 24-hour event  
• Apron length and width based on tailwater conditions  
• Stone size and apron thickness based on tailwater conditions (discharge velocity)  
• Width of apron on well-defined receiving channels should extend 1-foot above 

the maximum tailwater elevation.  
• Width of apron onto flat areas shall have an upstream width equal to 3-times the 

diameter of the discharge pipe. 
• Downstream width of apron in minimum tailwater conditions to be equal to 

diameter of pipe plus the length of apron. 
•  Downstream width of apron in maximum tailwater conditions to be equal to 

diameter of pipe plus 0.4 time the length of apron.  
• The apron shall be constructed with no grade (0% slope) 
• Geotextile should generally be used between lining material and underlying soil.   

Maintenance 

• Routine inspection and repair  
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Energy Dissipating Headwall 

Energy dissipating headwalls typically work by the water impacting the vertical hanging 
baffle. When the high velocity flow exits the culvert, it strikes the baffle and is turned 
upstream in vertical eddies, thus reducing the energy and velocity of flow.  It is important 
that energy dissipating headwalls be appropriately designed to anticipated flow.  If 
headwalls are to large, the incoming flow of water may pass under the baffle and 
effective energy dissipation will not occur. If energy dissipating headwalls are too small 
the water may overflow the baffle potentially causing erosion around the sides and along 
the toe of the headwall.  

 

 

Energy Dissipating Headwall 

 

Plunge Pool 

A plunge pool is an energy dissipating structure located at the outlet of a spillway. 
Energy is dissipated largely as a function of the hydraulic jump that occurs as the 
discharge flows into the plunge pool. Plunge pools are commonly lined with rock riprap 
or other material to prevent excessive erosion of the pool area. Discharge from the plunge 
pool should be at the natural streambed elevation.  

Roads and Construction Exits 

Areas graded for construction vehicle traffic and parking can be prone to significant 
erosion.  The potential for erosion is increased due to the generally long duration of 
exposure and continual disturbance.   
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Construction Exit (Co) 

Greenfield sites and occasionally tenant locations will require exit onto public roads 
instead of using existing site customer roads.  In these instances a specific construction 
exit should be built. In general these exits provide transition from the bare soil to public 
paved roads and provide for minimizing the tracking of mud onto public right of ways.  A 
stabilized construction entrance is typically a pad of aggregate underlain with filter cloth 
located at any point where traffic will be entering or leaving the construction site. 

 

 

Construction Exit 

Typical Applications 

• Any construction exit onto public right of ways  
• Transition from bare ground surface to paved surface 

Design/Installation Guidance 

• Minimum width of 20-feet (if larger equipment is leaving site exit should be 
increased)  

• Minimum length of 50-feet 
• Excavate pad to a depth of approximately 3-inches and remove vegetation 
• Pad thickness from 6-inches to 12-inches  
• Typical stone size range from 1.5 to 2.5 inches diameter 
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• Construct diversion ridge 6-inches to 8-inches high across construction exit 15 to 
20 feet from paved surface.    

• Stone should be underlain by geotextile 

Comparison of Field Observations to Geotechnical Testing 

Soil 
Consistency 

Visual Assessment CBR (1) Geotextile Function 

Stiff Pick Up Truck Ruts 
½”-1” 

1.50 – 3.5 Stabilization 

Very Stiff Loaded Dump 
Truck Ruts 1”-2” 

3.6-6.4 Separation 

Hard Loaded Dump 
Truck no 
Significant Ruts 

>6.4 Separation 

(1) California Bearing Pressure per ASTM Standards D1883 and D4429 

 

 

Typical Construction Exit Specifications  

Maintenance 

• Routine inspection and repair  
• Top dress with additional stone as needed 
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Construction Road Stabilization (Cr) 

Due to the size of the typical aggregate mining operation construction of long service 
roads is typically required.  

Design/Installation Guidance 

• Roads should follow contour as much as possible with grades between 2% and 
10%. Steeper gradients, not to exceed 15% are permissible for distances up to 300 
feet.  

• Outslope the entire width of the road where road gradient will permit. Inslope the 
road toward the bank as a safety precaution on sharp turns, road gradients of 10% 
or greater and on clay. 

• Breaking or changing grade frequently, less erosion problems will be 
encountered.  

• Soils with severe erosion hazard, grade should be 8% or less. Grades up to 12% 
are acceptable if less than 150 feel long. Water diversion by cross drainage is 
often needed to keep excess water off the steeper grades.  

• Where roads are insloped it is recommended that cross drain interception of 
surface water be placed 25 feet up-grade of any short stretches of roads where 
gradients exceed 10%.  

• Provide a minimum essential width of 12 to 14 feet for a single track road. 
Increase width as necessary at curves and turnouts.  

• Road-bank cuts should be sloped and seeded to prevent erosion.  
• Ensure good road drainage with turnouts, broad-based dips, culverts and bridges. 

Turnouts should be constructed so water will be dispersed and will not cut 
channels across buffer zone.  

• Install rip-rap or rock at the outlets of culverts to absorb force and spread water.  

Maintenance 

• Inspect the road at regular intervals to detect problems and schedule corrective 
work.  

• Keep roadway and water control structures free of windfalls, logging debris and 
other obstructions.  

• Restrict traffic on road during wet periods.  
• Ensure the free flow of water in road drainage systems, especially during logging 

operations.  
• Upon completion of any treatment operation, grade the road surface to reshape it 

so that it shed water as originally designed.  
• Fill in ruts and holes as they develop.  
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Road Retirement 

• Smooth and shape all road and landing surfaces to original design standards.  
• When culverts are removed, replace them with water bars or ditches. If culverts 

are covered by more than 2 feet of fill and inlets and outlets are effectively 
stabilized, leaving them in place should be considered.  

• Remove all temporary stream crossings  
• Seed and mulch critical areas near streams or where erodible soil or slippage area 

exist.  

Road Retirement (cont.) 

• whenever stabilization is required silt fences should be placed to trap any 
sediment that may be eroded during the unstable period.  

• Consider employing alternative methods of soil stabilization such as brush 
mulching, stone surfacing or water bars.  

Recommended Maximum Spacing for Drainage Structures 

Slope (Percent) 
Broad-Based Dips 

and Culverts 
(feet) 

Water Bars  
and Turnouts 

(feet) 
2 300 245 

5 180 125 

10 140 80 

15 125 60 

20 120 50 

25 115 40 

Active Area Management 

The principal BMPs applied to areas under active operation are designed for erosion 
control.   

Soil Cover 

Aggregate mining facilities often result in large disturbed areas. Providing soil cover can 
significantly limit erosion by: 

• Shielding the soil surface from the impact of falling rain drops 
• Reducing the velocity of runoff 
• Maintaining the soil's capacity to absorb water, and  
• Holding soil particles in place.  
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Soil Covering Efficiency       

Soil Cover Erosion Reduction 
Mulch 

½ ton per acre 

1 ton/acre 

2 ton/acre 

 

75% 

87% 

98% 
Grass 

40 percent coverage 

60 percent coverage 

90 percent coverage 

 

90% 

96% 

99% 
Shrubs and Bushes 

25 percent coverage 

75 percent coverage 

 

60% 

72% 
Trees 

25 percent coverage 

75 percent coverage 

 

58% 

64% 
 

Erosion Mat 

 

95% - 99% 

 

Mulching (Ds1) 

This practice is the application of plant material such as hay and straw to the soil surface. 
This reduces erosion by shielding the soil from the force of raindrop impact and reducing 
the velocity of runoff flowing over the soil. Mulch also can aid in seed growth by 
conserving moisture and shielding the young plants from extremes of heat, cold, or dry 
conditions. 

Typical Applications 

• Temporary cover for exposed soil surfaces  
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Design/Installation Guidance 

• Typical design duration of 6-months or less  
• Apply organic material (hay, straw, wood chips) to a depth of 2-inches to 4-inches 
• Apply uniformly and supply minimum of 90% coverage 
• Anchor as needed by disk harrow, netting, or application of tackifiers  

Maintenance 

• Routine inspection and reapplication of mulch as needed  

Matting (Mb) 

This practice is similar to mulching except that a manufactured product constructed from 
a combination of natural materials (jute, coconut fiber) and synthetic fibers is used. For 
most applications at aggregate mining facilities it is used as a temporary measure. Due to 
its expense matting is best confined to use in critical areas. 

 

Erosion Mat 

Typical Applications 

• Steep slopes with high erosion potential (slopes in excess of 2.5:1) 
• Concentrated flow areas  
• At locations where establishment of vegetation will be slow 
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Design/Installation Guidance 

• Typical design duration of 6-months or less  
• Land surface should be graded sufficiently smooth to provide good mat contact 
• Rocks, soil clods, disturbed roots should be removed to provide good mat to soil 

contact 
•  Matting should be stapled to the underlying surface 
• Staples to be U-shaped, 6-inches in length and sufficiently strong to be driven 

without bending 

Maintenance 

• Routine inspection and repair as needed 

Temporary Seeding (Ds2) 

Quick growing grasses used to establish temporary vegetative cover for seasonal 
protection on disturbed areas.  

Typical Applications 

• To stabilize areas that will not be active but are not yet on final grade. 
• To improve soil conditions for subsequent permanent plantings 
• Companion crop to permanent plantings 
• Sides of temporary basins and impoundments structures 
• Soil stockpiles 
• In place or mulching (Ds1) 

Design/Installation Guidance 

• Typical design duration of 6-months or less  
• Provide minimum of 90% coverage 
• Prepare seed bed if needed by pitting or scarifying   
• Analyze soil and apply fertilizer as needed 
• Select appropriate cover crop for the season applied 
• Table 6-4.1 in the Manual for Erosion and Sediment Control in Georgia provides 

species recommendations, planting schedule, and application rates for temporary 
vegetative cover 
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Permanent Seeding (Ds3) 

Permanent vegetation provides final stabilization to disturbed areas and provides the 
secondary benefits of improved aesthetics, visual screening, and wildlife habitat.  The 
types of vegetation for permanent cover can consist of grasses, legumes, shrubs or trees.   

Typical Applications 

• Final stabilization to disturbed areas on final grade that will not be covered by 
permanent structures 

• Sides of basins and impoundments structures 
• Soil stockpiles 

Design/Installation Guidance 

• Final grading should be conducted to facilitate establishment of vegetation 
and to provide for safe use of maintenance equipment 

• Avoid slopes in excess of 3:1 
• Eliminate concentrated water flow  

• Analyze soil and apply lime and fertilizer as needed 

• Typical lime application rate – 2 tons per acre 
• Fertilizer application rates are species dependent (Table 6-5.1) 
• Apply appropriate topsoil layer, avoid cap rock, low organic soils and 

other unsuitable material.  

• Prepare seedbed as needed  

• Hydraulic application of seed may not require seedbed preparation 
• Conventional seeding will likely require tilling of soil 

• Apply mulch to maintain soil moisture and minimize establishment of 
undesirable species        
  

• Table 6-5.2 in the Georgia Manual for Erosion and Sediment Control in 
Georgia provides species recommendations, planting schedule, and 
application rates for permanent vegetative cover.  
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Slope Protection 

Aggregate mining operations frequently contain long slopes, principally from the 
construction of berms for the placement of stripped overburden material.  When placed 
this material is highly subject to erosion due to its loose compaction and frequently long 
slopes. Sediment and erosion control practices applicable to slope management are as 
follows.   

Construction Management 

The initial erosion control measures for overburden stockpiles is construction 
management. Many of the construction management practices are dictated by the 
GAEPD Mining Section requirements and are defined in the permitted mine plan.   

Typical Applications 

• Overburden stockpiles/berm construction 

Design/Installation Guidance 

Berm construction is the placement of overburden on engineered slopes. Berms 
accomplish several objectives including a place for the relocation of stripped material as 
well as sound and sightline barriers. The design and construction of berms is site specific 
and bench heights, bench widths and slopes will vary with circumstances.  General 
design and construction parameters for berm construction include the following:   

• Maximum slope of 3:1  
• Installation of a 20-feet wide bench for each 20 feet in overall berm height  
• Segregation and storage of top soil for final cover  
• Ideally 6-inches to 12-inches of topsoil or other soil suitable to establish 

vegetation will be applied as the last lift.   

Maintenance 

• Routine inspection and monitoring of the berm construction process 
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TYPICAL BERM CONSTRUCTION DETAIL 
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Surface Roughening (Su) 

Soil roughening is means of dressing soils on slopes leaving the surface soil in a 
roughened condition to provide temporary soil stabilization and augment future 
erosion and sediment control practices such as temporary (Ds1) or permanent seeding 
(Ds2).  Surface roughening also reduces runoff velocity and facilitates infiltration.  

 

    

Surface Roughening 

Typical Applications 

• Critical slopes (slopes equal to or greater than 3:1) that subsequently will be 
vegetated. Note: soil roughening should not be applied to slopes that are to be 
matted (Mb).   

Design/Installation Guidance 

The method of surface roughening will in part be determined by steepness of slope and 
whether slope will need to be mowed.  Applicable methods of roughening include: 

• Grading “stair steps” into steep cut slopes 
• Cutting furrows along steep fill slopes 
• Furrows, discing and harrowing along moderate cut or fill slope 
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• Roughening with tracked equipment should typically be avoided 
particularly on soils with high clay content. Use of this equipment can lead 
to soil compaction and decrease in water infiltration. 

Downdrain Structure (Dn1) and (Dn2) 

Downdrains are designed to transport water from one elevation (top of berm or slope 
benches) to another by routing water through pipe or culvert, thereby avoiding direct 
contact with the face of the slope and subsequent erosion.  The downdrain discharges at 
beyond the toe of the slope.  Velocity at terminal end of pipe can be attenuated by use of 
additional erosion control structures (outlet protection or other energy dissipating 
structures) prior to discharge.  Downdrain structures can be temporary (Dn1) or 
permanent (Dn2).  For the majority aggregate mining application downdrains will be 
temporary and will be removed once the area reached final stabilization.   

      

Downdrain Structure 

Typical Applications 

• Frequently used in conjunction with diversion structure (Di) to direct water to 
downdrain  

• Overburden storage berm 
• Other slopes where concentrated flow will likely result in erosion  
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Design/Installation Guidance 

• Pipe sizing guidance for temporary downdrain (Dn1) 

Pipe Size Guide 

 

• Pipe material for temporary downdrain non-perforated, flexible, plastic pipe 
• Sizing for permanent downdrain (Dn2) – 25-yr/24-hour event  
• Permanent downdrain materials pipe (plastic or metal), concrete channel 
• Soil underlying downdrain should be well compacted 
• Anchor downdrain at top of slope securely (recommended: 1.5 feet of soil above 

pipe to secure pipe) 
• Extend downdrain beyond toe of slope and provide outlet protection  
• Downdrain should be secured by staking to underlying soil surface at 

approximately 10-feet intervals 
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Maintenance 

• Routine inspection and repair/replacement of hold-down stakes as needed 
• Inspect for scour at downdrain discharge  

Level Spreader (Lv) 

A storm water outlet constructed of a vegetated strip graded to zero slope.  This outlet 
device results in concentrated runoff to discharge at non-erosive velocities to 
undisturbed downgradient areas.  

Typical Applications 

• To receive relatively sediment free storm water, typically from a diversion ditch 
(Di).   
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Design/Installation Guidance 

• Design level spreader for 10-year 24-hour event according to the following 
guidance: 

 

• Typical minimum width 6-feet 
• Minimum depth of channel 6-inches 
• Flow into and out of the level spreader will be at grade of 0%.  Intermediate 

portions of the channel (to within 15 feet of discharge) will have slope less than or 
equal to 1%. 

• The level spreader should be constructed in native material not fill.   
• Channel should be covered by temporary vegetation (Ds2), permanent vegetation 

(Ds3) or matting (Mb) 
• Discharge from level spreader should be onto vegetated undisturbed area 

Maintenance 

• Routine inspection and repair of erosion as needed 
• Conduct routine maintenance to vegetation (remove unwanted species, fertilize, 

etc.)  

4.4 Operations 

Water quality issues associated with crushed stone operations include the 
characterization, control and treatment of process water.  Washing and sizing of 
aggregates is the principal source of process water from aggregate mining facilities. 
Other operations conducted on aggregate mining operations that generate process water 
include pit dewatering, equipment washing, oil/water separators and dust suppression.  
 
The Clean Water Act authorizes EPA and states, when delegated the authority by EPA, to 
regulate the discharge of process water through the NPDES permit program. Process 
water discharges are generally referred to as point sources, drawing the distinction from 
non-point source discharges that arise from discharges due to precipitation contacting 
industrial operations (i.e. storm water discharge).   
 
The principal pollutant of concern associated with process water from aggregate mining 
operations is TSS. To a lesser degree and geology dependent, pH can be a secondary 



 

44 

water quality issue. While individual NPDES permit limits may vary slightly between 
aggregate mining facilities, typical NPDES permit limits from aggregate mining facilities 
for TSS are an average concentration ranging from 45 to 55 mg/l and a daily maximum of 
110 mg/l.  Typical NPDES limits for pH at aggregate mining facilities allow for a range 
of 6.0 to 9.0 standard units.   
 
Process Water Control  
There are two principal components of process water control. The first is to minimize the 
production of process water, by constructing water efficient processes and recycling. The 
second and most obvious component, diversion and directing, is to insure that all process 
water is collected and treated as needed prior to discharge at a NPDES permitted outfall. 
 
Process Water Minimization  
Process water minimization requires effective management of water resources while 
providing sufficient water to provide the washed product required by customer and 
avoiding non-compliance with other environmental regulations (i.e. air quality permit).  
Possible areas for process water minimization include: 
 

• Design and selection of efficient dust suppression equipment including spray bars 
and nozzles 

• Utilization of unit process enclosures and chemical additives to augment and limit 
water required for dust suppression 

• Appropriate water application rates to customer road and haul roads 
• Use of tackifiers and wetting agents on customer roads and haul roads 
• Recycling/reuse of process water  

   
Diversion and Directing 
To avoid an unpermitted discharge, process water will need to be collected at the point of 
generation and diverted to a control discharge structure or recycle ponds.  Several of the 
BMPs discussed in the Construction Section presented above are applicable.  The 
principal BMPs applicable to the majority of aggregate mining facilities include: 
 

• Diversion (Di) 
• Check Dams (Cd) 
• Channel Stabilization (Ch) 
• Permanent Sediment Basin 

 
Process Water Treatment 
With TSS the principal water quality parameter of concern at aggregate mining facilities, 
sedimentation is the primary treatment process.  Sedimentation can be accomplished by 
physical settling alone or in tandem with chemical addition.   
 
Physical Treatment 
While physical treatment includes several types of treatment processes, at aggregate 
mining facilities the primary physical treatment is sedimentation.  Sedimentation is a 
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physical water treatment process used to settle out suspended solids in water under the 
influence of gravity. 
 
The solids present in process water generated at the majority of aggregate mining 
facilities tend to readily settle.  Since grain size, shape and density are important factors 
in the sedimentation process, the silts and sands present in aggregate mining process 
water readily undergo sedimentation, assuming that the sediment pond is appropriately 
designed and maintained (see permanent sediment pond design below).    
 
Physical/Chemical Treatment 
In certain conditions unaided settling may not be adequate to achieve the effluent TSS 
concentrations required.  This may be due to improper sediment pond design or the 
presence of a higher clay content resulting in colloidal suspension.  In these situations 
chemical addition can result in flocculation in increasing the settling rate.  Unstable 
colloidal suspensions form flocs as the particles aggregate due to interparticle attractions. 
This can be accomplished by a number of different methods: 

• Removal of the electrostatic barrier that prevents aggregation of the particles. This 
can be accomplished by the addition of salt to a suspension or changing the pH of 
a suspension to effectively neutralize the surface charge of the particles in 
suspension.  

• Addition of a charged polymer flocculant. Polymer flocculants can bridge 
individual colloidal particles by attractive electrostatic interactions. 

• Addition of nonadsorbed polymers called depletants that cause aggregation due to 
entropic effects.  

Permanent Pond Design 
 
Sedimentation – Basin Design Theory 
Aggregate mining operations typically require the construction of permanent sediment 
ponds.  The ponds are used for a variety of purposes including fresh water storage, 
recycling and process water treatment.  These ponds are intended to be in service for 
several years and differ in their design considerations from the temporary sediment ponds 
described above.   
 
Sedimentation is the separation of suspended particles that are heavier than water by 
gravitational settling.  It is the most widely used water treatment process in use at 
aggregate mining facilities.  On the basis of the solids concentration and the tendency of 
the particles to interact, four types of settling can occur.   
 

• Type 1 Settling – Discrete particle settling  
 

• Type 2 Settling – Dilute suspension of particles that coalesce or flocculate.  By 
coalescing particles increase in mass and settle faster 
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• Type 3 Settling – Suspension of intermediate concentration, where a distinct 
solids-liquid interface forms and the mass settles as a unit. 

 
• Type 4 Settling – High concentration of solids such that a “structure” forms and 

settling occurs due to compression from further addition of solids.     
 
For the typical aggregate mining process water, Type 1 settling is generally the objective 
for sediment pond design.   
 
With TSS being the principal water quality issue, effective water quality pond design 
should consider the settling velocity of the particles to be removed.  In the design of 
sediment basins the usual procedure is to select a particle with a terminal velocity (Vc) 
and to design the basin so that all particles that have a terminal velocity equal to or 
greater than Vc will be removed.  Therefore the rate at which clarified water is produced 
is : 
 

Q = A Vc (equation 1) 
 

Where 
Q = flow rate 
A = surface area of the sediment basin 

       
Simple manipulation of equation 1 yields the following  
 

Vc = Q/A (equation 2) 
 

Equation 2 indicates that the overflow rate or surface loading rate, a common basis of 
design, is equivalent to the settling velocity.  Equation 2 also indicates that Type 1 
settling is independent of basin depth.   
 
Since process water generated at aggregate mining operations results in the need for 
continuous flow sedimentation, as opposed to batch flow and treatment, the length of the 
basin and the time a unit volume of water is in the basin should be such that all particles 
with the design velocity (Vc) will settle to the bottom of the basin.  This required time is 
referred to as the detention time.  The design velocity, detention time, and basin depth are 
related as follows: 
 

Vc =  Basin Depth/Detention Time (equation 3) 
 
The attached figure summarizes Type 1 settling. As indicated in the figure, particles with 
terminal settling velocities less than Vc will not settle in the designed detention time.  
Making the assumption that particles of various sizes are evenly distributed over the 
entire depth of the basin inlet, the sediment removal efficiency can be determined by the 
following: 
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Xr = Vp/ Vc 
 

Where 
Xr = Rate of removal 
Vp = Particle settling velocity 
Vc = Overflow rate 

 
In a typical process wastewater a wide range of particle size gradation is likely.  To 
determine the removal efficiency for a given settling time, it is necessary to consider the 
entire range of settling velocities present in the system.  Once the characteristics of the 
process water are known a settling velocity curve analyses can be constructed as shown 
in the attached figure.   
 
Under certain site conditions process water from aggregate mining operations requires 
the use of chemical (flocculant) addition to achieve the required removal rate. The extent 
to which adding flocculant increases solids removal is dependent upon opportunity for 
contact, which varies with the overflow rate, the depth of basin, sediment concentration 
and the range of particle size.  To determine design settling velocity, lab scale settling 
experiments should be conducted and the design settling velocity and detention times 
adjusted accordingly.    
 
In actual practice design factors should be included to allow for the effect turbulence, 
short-circuiting and scour.   
 
Scour 
Scouring occurs when inflow velocities to a sediment pond are sufficient to re-introduce 
previously sediment to suspension.  The critical velocity is given by the following: 
 

VH= {8k(s-1)gd/f}1/2 

 
Where: 
V= horizontal velocity that will just produce scour 
s  = density of particles 
d = diameter of particles 
k = constant (depends on type of material being scoured. Values range 

from 0.04 for sand to 0.06 for clays) 
f = Darcy-Weisbach friction factor (values range from 0.02 to 0.03) 
g = gravity 

 
 

Turbulence 
The discussion of Type 1 Settling above assumes laminar flow.  This ideal flow condition 
is obviously never possible with turbulence potentially introduced by a variety of factors 
including inlet or outlet conditions or by poor pond design.  To adjust for turbulent flow 
equation 1 above can be rewritten to include a factor for turbulent flow.  
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A= QKt/ Vc (equation 1) 

 
Where 
Q = Flow  
A = surface area of the sediment basin 
Vc = Overflow rate 
Kt = Turbulence factor 

 
While a number of numerical models have been developed to estimate Kt, they are 
beyond the scope of this manual. The frequent used value for Kt of 1.2 has been 
compared to the more complex estimates.  Assessment of this value has demonstrated 
that using this value tends to under estimate removal rates of smaller sediment sizes and 
over estimate removal rates of larger particle sizes.   
 
Short-Circuiting 
Short-circuiting occurs when a preferential flow path is present that results in fluid 
residing in the pond for a period less than the designed detention time.   
 

 
Sediment Pond Design Practical Considerations 
The above discussion addresses the major considerations for the proper design of 
permanent sediment ponds.  The following discussion provides some additional 
description and practical considerations for sediment ponds.  
 
Flow Rates/Drainage Area 
In evaluating flow rates it is important to consider all potential flow to the pond, both 
process water and storm water runoff.  For ponds that are likely to receive storm water 
runoff from a large area, assessment of site-specific hydrology for peak flows is 
recommended.  Utilizing these procedure will insure that outlet structures are sufficiently 
sized.  
 
Basin Capacity 
Good basin design should allow for a minimum of 67 cubic yards per acre of total 
contributing drainage area.  One half of this design volume shall be in permanent pool 
(wet storage) and the remaining half as drawdown volume.   Permanent pool volume is 
measured from the low point of the basin to an elevation corresponding to one-half of the 
total storage volume.  The volume of the drawdown area is measured from the elevation 
of permanent pool to the crest of the principal spillway.  
 
Basin Shape 
Development of basin area has been described above.  To improve sediment trapping 
efficiency by reducing short circuiting and decreasing flow velocity through the pond, the 
effective length should be a minimum of twice the effective width.  Baffles can be 
incorporated where surface area will not allow these physical dimensions.  
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Impoundment Structure 
The material used for the impoundment structure should be from approved borrow areas. 
Ideally these soils will have been geotechnically assessed for use and will be free of cap 
rock, vegetative matter and other perishable or objectionable material. Placement of the 
material should be done in accordance with specific recommendations of a qualified 
engineer. Typically soil will be placed in 6-inch to 12-inch lifts with appropriate moisture 
content to achieve standard proctor compaction. Routine field assessment of compaction 
should be conducted.   
 
The impoundment structure should be fitted with a cutoff trench excavated along the 
centerline of the impoundment structure and a minimum depth of two feet. The cutoff 
trench should extend up both abutting sides to the crest elevation of the principal 
spillway. The cutoff trench should be wide enough to effectively compact, but a 
minimum of 4-feet wide. The material used for the cutoff trench should be sufficiently 
impermeable (1x10 -5cm/sec or better) and placed to achieve standard proctor 
compaction.   
 
The minimum width of the impoundment structure is summarized in the following table.  
Slopes of the impoundment structure should be 2.5:1 or flatter and minimum top width as 
follows:  
 

Impoundment Height Minimum Top Width 
<10 feet 8 feet 

>10 and <15 feet 10 feet 
>15 feet Per Engineers Specification 

  
Impoundment Design Criteria 

 
*Impoundment structures in excess of 25 feet in height and/or maximum storage 
of greater than 100 acre-feet that have the potential for loss of life in the event of 
failure will be subject to the Georgia Safe Dams Act (O.C.G.A. § 12-5-370, et 
seq.). 

Impoundments structures that will be left in place for several years have the potential for 
internal erosion of the foundation or embankment caused by water seepage. Generally 
this erosion starts at the downstream toe and works back toward the basin, forming 
channels or pipes under the dam. The channels or pipes follow paths of maximum 
permeability and may not develop for many years. Resistance of the embankment or 
foundation to piping depends on the plasticity of the soil, gradation, and the degree of 
compactness.  These factors are the reasons for selecting suitable soil for the 
impoundment structure and placing it using good construction techniques.  

Seepage can be avoided or controlled by vertically extending the cutoff trench described 
above and/or lengthening the path of the seepage within the dam by the use of toe drains 
or chimney drains.  The lengthening of the flow path decreases the hydraulic gradient of 
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the water flow, thereby decreasing the water velocity and its potential for erosion.  
Internal drains should be considered for impoundment structures in excess of 15 feet that 
will likely be in service for several years.  Toe drains are typically installed on the final 
one third to one half of the downstream side of the impoundment.  Chimney drains 
extend vertically into the impoundment structure, ideally intercepting seepage and 
directing it for discharge downstream of the toe of the impoundment structure.  

Immediately upon completion, the impoundment structure should be vegetated with 
temporary and/or permanent seeding.   
 
Spillways 
The impoundment should be fitted with a principal spillway and separate emergency 
spillway.     
 

Basic design criteria - Principal Spillway  
• Peak flow capacity - 100-year 24 hour event  
• Crest of inlet to be set to full storage elevation corresponding to half the 

storage requirement 
• Inlet should be fitted with anti-vortex and trash rack 
• Calculate buoyant forces and anchor base accordingly 

 
Basic design criteria - Emergency Spillway  

• Peak flow capacity - 100-year 24 hour event  
• Inlet to be set at elevation corresponding to the full storage requirement 

and at least 1-foot below the height of the impoundment 
• The spillway should have a control section of at least 20-feet  
• Lining of emergency spillway should be consistent with calculated 

maximum velocity.  
 

 
Sediment Pond Maintenance 
The impoundment structure should be inspected on a routine basis to ensure that it is 
structurally sound.  Damage due to erosion or construction should be repaired and the 
damaged section re-stabilized.  

 
The emergency spillway should be routinely inspected to insure lining is well protected 
and erosion resistant.  
 

• Debris collected around principal spillway should be routinely removed 
 

• Sediment should be removed from the basin when the volume of the permanent 
pool is reduced by one-half. 

 
• Removed solids should be initially placed upslope of the sediment pond to 

dewater.  After dewatering removed sediments should be moved to permanent 
disposal area (fill area or berm) and stabilized.   
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Miscellaneous Process Waters  
 
In addition to the principal process water generated by aggregate mining operations, i.e., 
sediment laden wash waters, some facilities may generate small quantities of 
hydrocarbon-contaminated water.  This process water, typically generated at facility 
maintenance locations, is generated from the routine maintenance and pressure washing 
of site equipment.  The typical treatment process employed by aggregate mining 
operations for the collection and treatment of this process water is an oil/water separator. 
In practice, all facilities generally collect and dispose of the oil fraction by using the 
services of a waste oil vendor. The water fraction of this treatment process should not be 
overlooked and allowed to discharge unmonitored at an unpermitted discharge point. The 
discharge of the water fraction should occur only at a permitted NPDES discharge point.  

Oil/water separators are typically "in-line" devices used to remove oils and greases from 
the waste stream. The separators generally operate by employing physical separation 
methods including gravity separation and flotation, according to Stokes Law. The 
performance of gravity separation systems is a function of the relatively low water 
solubility of petroleum products in water and their different specific gravities. Solids, if 
present in the waste stream, will generally collect at the bottom of the separator holding 
tank and can be periodically removed when the tank is drained for maintenance. Small 
quantities of dirt and grit will not harm the operations of the separator; however, they will 
eventually need to be removed. If large quantities of solid particles are expected, it is 
wise to provide a grit removal chamber before the separator.  

Gravity separator performance and efficiency can be enhanced by coalescence, i.e., 
increasing the size of the oil droplets. 
While oil/water separators are simple unit processes, several factors should be considered 
in the selection and design of oil the system including:  

• Flow rate and conditions 
• Degree of separation required - effluent quality  
• Amount and type of oil in the water  
• Amount of emulsified oil 
• Minimum temperature (generally ambient)  

Since the size of the oil droplets formed in the separator is the principal factor affecting 
separator performance, anything that decreases the average droplet size in the inlet of a 
separator will decrease the performance of the separator. The type of equipment that 
Decreasing droplet size caused by shear in the inlet stream. This can be caused by  
pumps, valves, small or rough piping and undue amounts of pipe fittings in the inlet pipe. 

Soaps and detergents can cause emulsions that are very difficult to remove. Without 
careful attention to the amount and type of soaps and detergents used it is likely that a 
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system will not operate satisfactorily. The degree of emulsification of the oil is difficult 
to assess, but steps can be taken to discourage the formation of emulsions and encourage 
the breakup of emulsions that are inadvertently created. It may be necessary to substitute 
quick-break detergents for conventional detergents that are also emulsion causing. Quick-
break detergents are detergents designed to remove the oil (or grease) from the item to be 
cleaned and then to quickly dissociate again from the oil, leaving the oil as free 
hydrocarbon droplets in the water. 

4.5. Reclamation  
 
The permitted mine land use plan will identify reclamation activities to be conducted. An 
effective mine land use plan will specify reclamation methods that are technically 
effective, cost efficient and employ tested engineering practices. The general reclamation  
objectives applicabe to all of mining facilities include: 

• Returning the mine to a condition that will not pose a hazard to public health and 
environment 

• Create conditions that result in stabilized self-sustaining vegetative cover 
• Return the site to a condition that will support wildlife habitat.  
• Enhance the visual appearance of the former mine areas  

Reclamation plans will be site specific but will generally include the following: 

• The removal of all mine facilities (processing plant, buildings, utilities)  
• A grading plan that will create land surfaces that promote drainage and minimize 

potential for ponding of water and erosion  
• Establish stable slopes  
• Call for the placement of suitable soil for establishment and sustainability of 

vegetative cover  
• Monitor the performance during and after reclamation to ensure objectives are 

achieved. 

 
Through proper planning and implementation of the reclamation plan, reclaimed 
aggregate mining operations can be valuable economic, aesthetic, and environmental 
resources. The following section describes the regulatory requirements and typical 
activities undertaken during mine reclamation.    
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Before Reclamation 

 
 

 
After Reclamation 

 
Regulatory Requirements – Georgia Surface Mining Act 
 
The reclamation plan prepared as part of the Mining Land Use Plan will define the 
reclamation actions to be taken at the end of the active aggregate mine life span.  This 
plan will be reviewed and approved by the GAEPD prior to implementation.  Prior to 
facility bond releasing, a report of reclamation activities will be provided to GAEPD. The 
reclamation plan, therefore will include GAEPD requirements but will likely also address 
issues relevant to the operator including long term liability and potential future land use.      
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Section 391-3-3-.06 of the rules promulgated under the Georgia Surface Mining Act 
defines the requirement for mine reclamation for all facilities holding surface mine 
permits. The rule states: 
 

“Following the removal or disposal of all structures, equipment, stockpiles, 
mining refuse and all other materials associated with surface mining, the 
affected land will be reclaimed in accordance with the provisions of the 
mining operator’s approved Mining Land use Plan.  All lands, except those 
specifically exempted by the Division in the operators Mining Land Use Plan, 
will have a neat, clean appearance and contain a high quality, permanent 
vegetative cover.” 

 
The rule provides few details regarding aggregate mine site reclamation.  The GAEPD 
uses the reclamation plan included in the Mining Land Use Plan as the mechanism to 
regulate and approve site-specific reclamation. Given the typical life span of an aggregate 
mine facility the initial reclamation plan will be subject to change in subsequent mine 
amendments and will be reflective of current GAEPD policies and initiatives.   
 
The current Application for Surface Mining Permits (“Blue Form”) provides more detail 
on the requirements for reclamation. The performance from the “Blue Form” criteria for 
reclamation includes the following:  
 

“Reclamation shall be concurrent with mining activity as lands become 
available.” 

 
“Reclamation objectives as shown on Surface Mining Land Use Plan will be 

achieved unless Operator submits an amendment.” 
 

“Following the removal or disposal of all structures, equipment, stockpiles, 
mining refuse, and all other materials associated with surface mining, the 
Operator will reclaim all affected land in accordance with the provisions 
of this Plan.  All lands except those specifically exempted in this Plan will 
have a neat, clean appearance and contain a high quality permanent 
vegetative cover.” 

 
“Vegetative Stabilization (planting) Requirement:  The Operator will provide 

a high quality, enduring vegetative ground cover of properly planted and 
nurtured perennial vegetative species suited for the specific planting zone 
involved.  The perennial vegetative species shall provide a complete, 
thorough stabilization by providing root mass and cover for the total 
disturbed area.  If forest land is the reclamation objective, a vegetative 
ground cover will also be provided prior to or concurrent with tree seeding 
or the planting of tree seedlings.” 

 
“Structural Stabilization:  Permanent structural control measures, i.e. stone 

riprap, ditches, berms, paved chutes, or piped down drains, etc, shall be 
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utilized to convey concentrated storm flows down slopes to stable outlets.  
These measures are necessary in areas where concentrated stormflow 
velocities may cause erosion.” 

 
“The Operator shall grade all peaks, ridges, and valleys resulting from surface 

mining and backfill all pits and trenches resulting from same in a manner 
to minimize any hazardous effects of mining adjacent to any State or 
county maintained public road.” 

 
“All affected lands requiring backfilling as stated in the Reclamation 

Objective of this Plan shall be backfilled utilizing overburden, spoil 
material, and/or borrow from affected (permitted) land unless approval 
from the Division is obtained to utilize other materials.  Sound engineering 
principles shall be applied to ensure that affected lands, as reclaimed, meet 
the intended use.” 

 
“Immediate erosion control measures shall be applied to protect the topsoil 

cover until an adequate vegetative cover is established.” 
 

“All highwalls occurring in unconsolidated materials shall be reduced by 
grading to blend in with the existing original site topography. Highwalls 
occurring in consolidated material shall be reduced as much as may be 
practicable.  A constructed bench with reverse slope to the wall shall be 
provided at the top of highwalls which are to remain.  Any remaining 
highwalls of fifty (50) feet or greater shall be fenced or bermed at the top 
beyond the initial bench.  Such fencing or berm shall be sufficient to 
provide an adequate degree of protection or warning to foot traffic.” 

 
“All affected land, unless otherwise specified in this Plan, shall be graded into 

a rolling topography and blended in with the existing landscape.  All 
graded areas shall be free of debris, stockpiled materials, boulders, etc. 
that would interfere with the intended use and/or maintenance of the area.” 

 
“Constructed slopes shall not exceed three horizontal to one vertical (3:1) 

except where may be approved otherwise in this Plan.  Fill and cut slopes 
shall be designed and constructed to prohibit slumping or shear failures.  
Prior to final grading, all slopes will be blended in with the original 
existing topography.  Slope grades shall be uniform.  Mechanical or 
vegetative or both stabilization measures shall be employed as soon as 
practical to prevent erosion.” 

 
“Overburden, spoil or refuse, when used as backfill material, for berm or other 

construction, shall be segregated as necessary, emplaced and compacted in 
accordance with sound engineering practices to provide for the purpose 
intended.  Refuse does not include any material which may be classified as 
solid waste under provisions of the Georgia Comprehensive Solid Waste 
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Management Act.” 
 

“All new landform structures created with the use of overburden (spoil) or 
refuse materials shall be constructed in a manner to protect against failure, 
subsidence and/or erosion and will be permanently stabilized upon 
completion of construction.” 

 
 “When lakes/ponds are proposed, the minimum acceptable design criteria 

shall meet or exceed that criteria in:  Agriculture Handbook Number 590, 
Ponds - Planning, Design, Construction published by the United States 
Department of Agriculture, Soil Conservation Service, latest issue.  When 
the dam structure proposed is 35 feet or higher, other acceptable design 
criteria shall be used.” 

 
“Water shall be of a quality suitable for the intended use.  The lake/pond 
shall have a safe access and be free of underwater hazards.  All above 
water portions of the lake/pond site development shall be revegetated with 
an enduring permanent vegetative cover.” 

 
“Under provisions of the Georgia Safe Dams Act, no permit shall be 
required to be obtained by the Operator if a dam is constructed with or 
incidental to "surface mining" as defined in the Georgia Surface Mining 
Act.  If the dam so constructed is classified by the Director as a Category I 
dam the Operator shall, upon the completion of the mining activity in 
connection with which such dam was constructed, either drain and reclaim 
the impoundment formed by such dam or stabilize such impoundment as a 
lake.  If the impoundment is reclaimed as a lake and the dam which 
created the impoundment remains in place as a Category I dam, then, 
before such lake is deemed acceptable reclamation and the Operator is 
released from his obligations under the Georgia Surface Mining Act, as 
amended, the Operator will obtain a permit for such dam under the Safe 
Dams Act.” 
 

“Any proposal for the construction of wetlands as a reclamation objective 
shall be consistent with accepted practices utilizing the best available 
technology (BAT) and include the best management practices (BMP's) to 
attain the desired result.  The proposal shall be attached to and be a part of 
this Plan subject to approval by the Division.” 

 
“The operator shall file a final reclamation report and request for release upon 

completion of reclamation responsibilities on affected acreage.  A report 
may be filed on reclamation activities which partially completes the 
operator’s full responsibilities for total acreage affected.  Said report and 
request shall be on forms as provided by the Division.” 
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Facility-Specific Requirements 
 
As listed above, GAEPD reclamation requirements are generally directed toward long-
term surface stabilization and the resulting control of erosion.  In addition, GAEPD 
requirements include general safety concerns including limiting public access to the 
highwall and removal of dams that do not meet current requirements of the Safe Dams 
Act, as needed.  
 
In addition to the GAEPD’s requirements, the operator’s may have expanded reclamation 
objectives. Reclamation objectives for the operator could include one or more of the 
following: 
 

• Long-term liability protection 
• Future economic benefits from the sale or re-development of the reclaimed 

mine site 
• The restoration or enhancement of previously affected habitat for plants 

and animals consistent with pre-mining conditions 
• Adaptive reuse of the reclaimed mine site for future agricultural, 

recreational, or green space   
 
Sequencing of Reclamation Activities 
 
The primary objective of reclamation is to provide a sustainable land surface by 
providing a self-sustaining vegetative cover. To accomplish this objective many of the 
BMPs discussed in the active operations section of this manual will also be employed 
during reclamation.  Since reclamation generally requires the removal of all structures, 
equipment, stockpiles, mining refuse, and all other materials associated with surface 
mining additional activities will be required.  Following are the general reclamation 
activities in the order in which they are typically conducted.  
 
Demolition/Removal of Structures 
All structures including stone processing equipment, buildings, tanks, and tenant 
structures will be need to be inventoried and arrangements made for their demolition, 
removal and offsite disposal.  In preparation for general demolition of site structures the 
following should be considered: 
 

• The GAEPD requires that all structures be inspected for the presence of 
asbestos containing material (ACM).  All confirmed material must be 
removed by a licensed asbestos contractor prior to general demolition.  

 
• Regulated material including fuels, lubricants and waste oil should be 

characterized and appropriately disposed.  Bulk containers holding 
regulated materials should be emptied of their contents and appropriately 
disposed or relocated for reuse.  Underground storage tanks must be 
closed in accordance with GAEPD regulations and in most instances USTs 
should not be re-used at another location.   
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• Soil in the vicinity where regulated materials were used, including tenant 

sites, should be characterized for residual impact.  Impacted soil above 
applicable regulatory limits should be excavated and appropriately 
disposed of or otherwise remediated.     

Initial Site Preparation 

In most instances, the aggregate mine facility will need preparatory work before mine 
reclamation efforts can begin.  Preparatory work may include, but is not limited to the 
following:  

• Clearing and grubbing to remove stumps, roots, boulders and other surface 
objects designated to be removed in the reclamation plan. Disposal of 
debris should be consistent with the type of debris encountered. 

• Identification and marking of all vegetation and objects designated to 
remain. 

• Coarse grading to remove rills and ruts as well to shape final contours as 
detailed in the reclamation plan. 

• Construction of water control structures to protect reclaimed areas from 
erosion and to prevent sediment transport offsite.    

Final Site Preparation 

The principal objective for most reclamation projects will be the establishment of 
permanent vegetation. The vegetative cover will provide protection from erosion by 
reducing velocity of raindrops and the subsequent erosive energy of surface water runoff, 
while promoting deep-rooted growth helping to bind soil and increase infiltration. If 
appropriately planned and installed, erosion and sediment control for reclamation can be 
completed with relatively low cost and with little or no long-term maintenance. To 
achieve this objective adequate soil coverage along with the selection and installation of 
appropriate vegetation is required.   

Final Soil Cover 

Once all structures and unsuitable soil have been removed and site grading has been 
completed, the surface of the site is typically covered with topsoil to provide a quality 
medium to establish vegetation.  Ideally sufficient topsoil or other suitable soil will be 
available onsite. When possible topsoil should be stockpiled and stored onsite during the 
active life of the quarry for later use.  While salvaged topsoil quality is best when 
immediately placed, due to retention of soil microbes and degree of porosity, stockpiled 
topsoil quality can be enhanced by minimizing exposure to and keeping the stockpile 
vegetated.  Ideally stockpiled topsoil will not be disturbed again until used for final 
reclamation. During the placement of topsoil the following should be considered:    
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• Avoid compaction and excessive disturbance after placement. Compaction 
results in loss of pore spaces in the soil and an increase in bulk density, 
which have adverse affects on plant rooting and nutrient transport.  

• Maintain optimum soil moisture as excessive moisture or dryness can have 
adverse affects on topsoil quality and, subsequently, on vegetation 
success. Soils that are too wet become compacted and soils that are too dry 
turn to powder and are difficult to handle.  

• When the stockpiled soils are laid over the regraded areas, it is 
recommended that 6-12 inches of topsoil be used to ensure successful 
plant growth. Because roots will extend into the graded overburden, it is 
also important to prepare the overburden to a depth of at least one foot. 

Establishment of Vegetation 

After all other reclamation activities have been completed and final soil layer applied 
vegetation activities can be initiated.  Successful establishment of vegetation is the 
primary goal of the reclamation process, since the engineered controls (i.e. structural 
erosion control measures) are generally only designed to function until vegetation is 
established. The vegetation process typically includes the following: 

• Selection of the appropriate plant species based on the physical location 
(i.e. climate range), purpose, and chemical/physical properties of the 
material in which the plants will be rooted;  

• Preparing seed bed by tilling or surface roughing  
• Seeding or planting of live stakes 
• Mulching and/or chemical stabilization 
• Fertilizing   
• Maintenance 

Table 6-4.1 and Table 6-5.2 in the Georgia Manual for Erosion and Sediment Control in 
Georgia provides species recommendations, planting schedule, and application rates for 
temporary vegetative cover and permanent vegetative cover, respectively.   

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

APPENDIX A 
Erosion and Sediment Control Inspection Checklist 



 

 

Sample Water Quality Management Inspection Checklist 
(Water Quality Management Inspection Checklists Are Site Specific - For Illustrative Purposes Only) 

 

Facility Name  
Date:  
Inspector:  

 
Permit Information 

 Y/N N/A 
Copy of Permitted Mine Plans Onsite 

Drainage Patterns Evident
Final Slopes on Berms and Graded Areas 

Evident
Undisturbed and Buffer Areas Depicted

Principal Structural BMPs Depicted

  

Copy of NPDES Permit Onsite 
Location of Outfalls Identified

Name of Receiving Stream

  

SWPPP Plan Onsite 
BMPs Identified and Described 
Stormwater Outfalls Identified

  

SPCC Plan Onsite   
 
 

Non Sediment Pollution Control 
 Y/N N/A 

Pressure washing conducted in designated area   
Does oil/water separator appear to be operating 
correctly 

  

Is any excessive oil staining present    
Is standing water present in petroleum 
containment areas 
Is sheen present on standing water 

  

Are all containers in excess of 55-gallons 
provided with secondary containment 

  

 
Sediment Control-General Site Conditions 

 Y/N N/A 
Have structural measures been constructed per 
facility plans and permits 

  

Are all facility perimeter controls installed and 
stabilized per plans and permits 

  

Are stockpiles staged away from watercourses   
Is runoff from stockpiles areas directed to a 
sediment control structure 

  

Evidence of offsite tracking at facility entrances   



 

 

Evidence of sediment directed to receiving 
stream 

  

Is material dredged from sediment ponds 
present 

If so is it scheduled for permanent placement 
  

  

Sediment Control – Vegetative Measures 
Y/N N/A 

Are any slopes or berms at final grade 
Has soil been prepared for seeding

Has seed been applied and mulched
Rainfall or applied water adequate

  

Are areas of site reclaimed 
Is vegetation providing adequate stabilization

Is excessive erosion present

  

Have temporary structures no longer needed in 
reclaimed areas removed 

  

Are temporary vegetative measures employed 
on actively worked areas (i.e. temporary 
seeding, mulching, surface roughening) 

  

 
 

Sediment Control – Structural Measures 
 Y/N N/A 
Are stormwater conveyance channels/ditches adequately 
stabilized with the designed channel lining 
 
Is excessive erosion or scour evident along channel/ditch 
 

  

Is rip rap placed at all stormwater outfall pipes 
 
Is excessive scour evident at point of discharge 

  

Are check dams present within channels or ditches 
 
If present is accumulated sediment less than one-half check 
dam height 

  

Is silt fence present at the facility 
Is silt fence trenched into ground 
Gaps, tears or sagging evident 
Ends of fence brought upslope 
Level of accumulated sediment less than 50% 

  

Is there sediment pond(s) present at the facility 
Are all industrial process waters directed to sediment pond 
Are all concentrated stormwater flows directed to sediment 
pond 
Are sediment pond banks stabilized 

  
 
 
 
 



 

 

Is trash rack free of debris 
Emergency spillway free of debris 
Impoundment structure stabilized 
Seeps or leaks present on downslope face of impoundment 
Sediment cleanout level marked on riser 
Good visible water quality (i.e. no sheen, odor, excessive 
floating debris) 
Rip rap present at pond outlet 
Headwall conditions are satisfactory  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

APPENDIX B 
Regulatory Contacts 



 

 

STATE 
 
Main Office 
Georgia Environmental Protection Division 
Georgia Department of Natural Resources 
2 Martin Luther King Jr. Drive, Suite 1152 East Tower 
Atlanta, GA 30334 
Telephone: 404.657.5947 or 888.373.5947 
www.georgiaepd.org 
 
Land Protection Branch 
4244 International Parkway, Suite 104 
Atlanta, GA  30354 
Phone: 404.362.2537  Fax: 404.362.2693 
 
Area of Interest - surface mining permits, surface mining compliance  
 
Watershed Protection Branch 
4220 International Parkway, Suite 101 
Atlanta, GA  30354 
Phone: 404.675.6232  Fax: 404.675.6247 
 
Areas of Interest – Individual NPDES, Stormwater NPDES, TMDL  
 
FEDERAL 
 
Industrial Stormwater Program 
US EPA Headquarters / Office of Water / Office of Wastewater Management / Water 
Permits Division 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave NW 
Washington, DC 20460 
Phone: (202) 564-0577   
Fax: (202) 564-6431 
http://cfpub1.epa.gov/npdes/home.cfm 
 
US EPA, Region 04 / Water Management Division 
Atlanta Federal Center 
61 Forsyth St SW 
Atlanta, GA 30303-3104 
Phone: (404) 562-9303   
Fax: (404) 562-8692 

 

 



 

 

Individual NPDES 
US EPA Headquarters / Office of Water / Office of Wastewater Management / Water 
Permits Division 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave NW 
Washington, DC 20460 
Phone: (202) 564-8311   
Fax: (202) 564-9544 
URL:http://cfpub.epa.gov/npdes/index.cfm 
 
US EPA, Region 04  
Atlanta Federal Center  
61 Forsyth St SW  
Atlanta, GA  30303-3104  
Phone: (404) 562-9444    
Fax: (404) 562-9728 
 
SPCC 
U.S. EPA Office of Emergency Management  
Ariel Rios Building (5104A) 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20460 
(202) 564-8600 (phone) 
 
U.S. EPA - Region 4  
61 Forsyth Street 
Atanta, GA 30365-3415 
(404) 562-9900 
(800) 241-1754 

 
Army Corps of Engineers 
Main Office 
US Army Corpos of Engineers 
441 G. Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20314-1000 
 
http://www.hq.usace.army.mil/hq_exec/index.asp 
 
Savannah District Office 
P.O. Box 889 
Savannah, GA 31402-0889 
912-652-5222 
http://www.sas.usace.army.mil/ 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

APPENDIX C 
Glossary of Erosion and Sediment Control Terms 
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